
Dinosaur Activities 

Ideas for dinosaur plastic sorting dinosaur figures: 

● Have the children sort the dinosaurs by size.
● Add a scale and let them experiment with weight.
● Sort the dinosaurs by type.
● Add number cards and ask children to group and count the dinosaurs.
● Stick various dinosaur toys into paint and ask the children to make dinosaur paw print 

patterns.
● Add egg boxes as ten flames: Filling the frame in pairs also helps with one-to-one 

correspondence but also is useful for visualising pairs, odds/evens, and
part/part/whole relationships.

Ideas for Small World: 



 

● Add various different materials to the builder's tray e.g. leaves, sticks, sand, water,  
and slime for children to explore dinosaur role play. 

 
● Add cornflakes to add crunch and explore sound.   

 
 

● Add herbs for the children to explore smell. 

 
 

● Add different building materials to the small world to encourage students to build 
dens or mountains. 



 

●  
● Explore using various sized gardening trays (from a local gardening centre)  

 
● Freeze dinosaurs in ice (add whatever you want). Ask the students to use a range of 

materials to melt the ice (sand, salt, paintbrushes). 

 
● Explore using different fabrics with different patterns and textures. 

 
 

● Using old shoe boxes and clear laminate pouches create museum displays; place   
dinosaurs within. The get the children to observe with magnifying glasses and record 
what they see through drawing (they could rest the paper on clipboards).     
 



 

 

 

Dino Collage:  
 
Have the children make their own dinosaur by using spaghetti/pasta shapes, paper straws or 
pipe cleaners. 

I’m a Paleontologist:  
 

● Use any size container (I would recommend small silicone baking trays) 
● 8 cups play sand 
● 1 cup of plaster of Paris. 
● 1 cup of water 
● Large mixing bowl 

 
Add whatever things you would like: small toy dinosaurs, sticks, food colouring, leaves, 
stones etc. Once the mixture is dry, ask children to be palaeontologists and carefully explore 
the fossils; first with magnifying glasses and then allow clay tools to gently break open the 
fossil (remember to explain to your students that you would always be gentle because fossils 
are so delicate). Once the object is broken open, ask the student to explore the broken parts,  
have the objects left marks like fossils? 
 



 

 

 

My Own Fossil: 
 
For this activity, you can playdough, air drying clay or salt dough. 
 
Whole grain playdough recipe 
 
Ingredients: 

● 2 cups whole grain flour (about 500ml) 
● ½  cup salt (about 125ml) 
● 2 tbsp cream of tartar 
● 2 tbsp vegetable oil 
● 1.5 cups boiling water 

 
Method: 
Put all the dry ingredients into a bowl. Slowly stir in the boiling water and keep mixing until it 
comes together well and becomes harder to mix. Take out of the bowl and knead it for 3-4 
minutes. As you knead it will lose its stickiness and become soft, smooth and pliable. 
 
Salt dough recipe 

● 1 cup plain flour (about 250ml) 
● ½  Cup salt (about 125ml) 
● ½  Cup water (about 125ml) 

 
Method: 
Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl. Add water and stir until it comes together into a clean 
ball 
 
Give your students a range of materials to choose from (shell, leaf, bone, sticks, plastic 
dinosaur, etc) to make into a fossil. Use either air drying clay or salt dough. Get the children 
to push the objects into the material, allow it to dry. 



 

 
Give the students time to explore each others ‘fossils’ and see if they can guess what the 
other student has used to make the patterns. 
 
 

 
 

Dinosaur Eggs 
 
Using the salt dough recipe (above), cover small toy dinosaurs within salt dough, mould into 
an egg shape and bake or leave to air dry. Place the “dinosaur eggs” in your writing area or 
small world area and ask children to explore what may be inside of the eggs (you may want 
to add writing frames as well). 
 
Once the children have observed them enough, allow them to be carefully prised open.  
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